History Film Assignment – 
For this assignment, you can choose any film of your liking, but it will be easier for you if you choose a film that covers an era that we have already covered.  Many history-based films are R rated, please check with your parents first.

I have included a film list, but you can watch what you want.  There are classic older films that would be fantastic for this – great chance to hang out with your parents for a night ( 

Directions:
1.  
Write a summary and reflection on the film:  tell me what the film was about and what you thought about the film (a brief review) – this should be about 150 words, but you can do more if you need to.
2.
Pick 2 different scenes from the film and do the following:

a.  Describe the scene – give the setting and what the director was trying to accomplish
b.  For EACH scene list three history terms and how they relate to one another.  

(see below for an example)

3.
Write one paragraph on the following:

Do you think the film is asserting anything about the United States?  

Here is an example for the second part of the assignment above – this one from “Dances With Wolves”--

Describe a Scene:  At the beginning of the movie, there is a scene where Confederate and Union soldiers are at a standoff across an open field.  The scene shows Costner’s character John Dunbar in a field hospital threatened with a leg amputation.  Dunbar leaves the hospital and attempts a suicide, which distracts the Confederate troops and provides the Union a chance to attack.  The director, Costner, was using this scene to set up the time period as well as build Dunbar’s character as a man alone who is desperate, who also has nothing to lose.

History Connections (these don’t have to be totally direct connections, they can go off on a bit of a tangent, just make sure they are well defined):

1.  The Union was better supplied because it had more transportation and industry in the   North and the South had more aggressive and talented fighters, as well as the best generals with Lee and Stonewall Jackson 

2.  The battle of Gettysburg was a turning point battle for war because it was an attack on the North in Pennsylvania and was a huge defeat for Lee’s army. This was the last time Lee could mount an offensive attack.  

3.  etc. etc. 

Possible List of US History Films (in somewhat of an order chronologically):

· of course you can use another film if you choose, but run it by me first, enjoy!
The New World

The Crucible

The Patriot 
HBO’s: John Adams

Amistad 

Sally Hemings: An American Scandal

The Last of the Mohicans
Daniel Boone 

Gone with the Wind

Glory
The Red Badge of Courage

Gettysburg
Birth of a Nation

Gangs of New York
Little Big Man

Dances with Wolves (not for this 
   assignment)
** Any old Western will work as well especially those by John Ford
Wyatt Earp
The Alamo

Giant

There Will be Blood

Citizen Kane
Chicago

The Sting

Untouchables
Grapes of Wrath
Patton

Tora! Tora! Tora!
Sands of Iwo Jima 

Saving Private Ryan

Letters from Iwo Jima

Pearl Harbor
Best Years of Our Lives

Rebel Without a Cause
Pleasantville

Mona Lisa Smile
The Majestic

Guilty by Suspicion

Manchurian Candidate (only older one    

    starring Frank Sinatra)

Dr. Strangelove
Thirteen Days
JFK

Apollo 13

The Right Stuff

Woodstock

Apocalypse Now!
Platoon
Hamburger Hill
The Green Berets
Born on the Fourth of July

All the President’s Men
Nixon

War Games

